Mitutes

o'’Fame

Leaves Sailor

By CTO2(SW) Ty Strong
USS Oldendorf (DD 972)

eadll have dreamsof being famous. Some
Weven have dreamsof being adaredevil or

astuntman—it seemed likethe EW2in
thisstory did, anyway.

All the script required himto dowascarry afew
itemsupavertica ladder. Imagining thedirector Stting
inhischair and thecamerasrolling, the EW2 pro-
ceeded up theladder. Because hewanted toimpress
thedirector for afuture casting job, the EW2 loaded his
onearmto capacity. He used the technique of aone-
armed bandit to dowly but surely climbto thetop.

“Now for my 15 minutesof fame,” the EW?2
perhapsthought. “ All | havetodoisfall just right,
and I’mashoo-infor afuturejob—maybeinthe
next ‘ Sar Wars movie.”

Hestarted falling backward. With akeen eye, he
spied arigid-hull inflatable boat (RHIB) onedeck
below, so he hurled hisbody clear of the handrail
and reached out for the RHIB. He missed it, though,
andfell 25 feet like the hapless coyotewe have
cometolovein TV cartoons. Onfilm, the stunt
would havelooked perfect: plenty of blood, lots of
screaming, and the sirens of rescue vehicleshowling
inthe background. But the blood and screams
weren't staged.

Because hedidn’t want to maketwo tripsup the
ladder or do the unmanly thing and ask someoneto
help him, the EW2 won atrip to ahospita inan
ambulance. Injuriesincluded lacerated buttocks
(from hitting the edge of theladder while going to the
RHIB), ligament damageto hisleft knee, and contu-
sionsto hishead, armsand shoulders. Sinceleaving
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Navy photo by PH2 Felix Garza

A Sailor climbs a vertical ladder in
an escape trunk with his arms and
hands free. The one in the story
climbed a vertical ladder on a
weather deck with one arm loaded
to capacity. He paid for this
mistake with multiple injuries.

the ship, he has had numerous surgeriesto hisknee
and continuesin rehab.

Most times, wedo thingsbecause peoplesay, “It's
theway we vedoneit before”’ or becauseit’'seasier
than asking someonefor help. Let usapply thisthinking
toatribeof peoplefromlong ago. Oneday, ahut with
dl ther pigsinit burned down. Whilecdeaning up after
thefire, they discovered roast pig and had afeest.
Fromthen on, anytimethey wanted roast pig, they
burned downahut.

Theoldway isn’t dwaysthe best way. Spenda
few minuteslooking at every Stuation and job and see
if you can’'t makeit safer for you and the next person.
Navy peopledoalot of jobsno onedsewill do
because of therisksinvolved. We do them because
we' vefound waysto reducetherisks. However, this
doesn’'t meanwecan'’t find even better ways. In
looking for abetter way, wedso might find asafer
way. Let’'ssaveour hutsto holdthefeastin.

SWBISAS 1eqUIO) 7 [eUBIRIA SOIU0ADST

N
[



